
Christina Biagi, AAMS®, CRPC®

Financial Advisor

2280 Lincoln Avenue, Suite 100
San Jose, CA 95125
408-448-4846
www.edwardjones.com

How much will you need to
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BY JULIA BAUM

Dozens of people showed 
up in the middle of the day 
last week in Willow Glen 
and sat down on porcelain 
thrones along Minnesota 
Avenue.

The so-called Big Squat 
event on Nov. 19 was part 
of World Toilet Day, and 
its purpose was to draw 
attention to the plight of 
2.3 billion people world-
wide who lack access to 
safe sanitation.

Drivers and other pass-
ersby honked and waved 
their approval as the toilet 
squatters dutifully read 
mock newspapers herald-
ing the occasion in front of 
the Church of God of San 
Jose.

Organized by local non-
profit 4 Others, the event 
aimed to raise $10,000 for 
construction of latrines at 
a primary school in rural 
Ethiopia. 

Courtney Hunt, the non-
profit’s community rela-
tions coordinator, said the 
Big Squat is a lighthearted 
way to shine a spotlight on 
a serious issue.

“We wanted to do some-
thing out of the box and 
exciting because usually 
people don’t get excited 
about toilets,” Hunt said. 

The United Nations of-
ficially recognized Nov. 
19 as World Toilet Day in 
2013, noting that almost 1 
billion people still defecate 
in the open, a practice it 
hopes to eliminate as part 
of its 2030 Agenda for 
Sustainable Development.

Legacy Christian School 
teacher April Mehrer 
showed up for the Big 
Squat with her leadership 
class, which raised nearly 
$700 for the cause. She 
said that one in three peo-
ple globally lacks a safe 
and private toilet.

“More people actually 
have access to a cellphone 

than a toilet,” Mehrer said. 
“It’s wrong that people 
can’t have access to some-
thing so basic.”

The situation contrib-
utes to health problems 
such as diarrheal illnesses, 
Hunt said, adding that 
people who hold it can de-
velop kidney and urinary 

tract infections.
Ryan Hudson, a sev-

enth-grader at Legacy, 
said he was surprised to 
learn about the problem 
in developing countries.

“A reason a lot of them 
don’t go to school is be-
cause they don’t have 
bathrooms or they just 

have holes in the ground 
and get super sick,” Ryan 
said.

Girls are especially af-
fected, Hunt said, because 
without privacy or safety 
they often wait until dark 
to find a place to go, risk-
ing being attacked or 
raped. Many often drop 
out of school once they be-
gin menstruation.

The unconventional 
event was livened up even 
more by volunteer Mc-
Kenzie Ross, who wore 
red and yellow clothes and 
a Winnie the Pooh hat. 

“Who doesn’t love to 
come hang out on a toi-
let?” Ross said.
To learn more about World 
Toilet Day, visit 4others.
org.

Volunteer potty party in Willow 
Glen raises sanitation awareness
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The Church of God of San Jose was the scene of the Big Squat on Nov. 19, 
where dozens of people sat on toilets along Minnesota Avenue to raise funds 
for construction of boys’ and girls’ latrines at the Gosu Kora Primary School in 
rural Ambo, Ethiopia. Volunteer JoAnn Thomas holds up a mock newspaper.

‘A reason a lot of them don’t
go to school is because they

don’t have bathrooms or they
just have holes in the ground

and get super sick’
—Ryan Hudson


